
 

EU-MENA Observatory​
Call for Applications 2026-2027 

Background 
The Observatory on EU-MENA Relations is the department of the European Student Think Tank 
dedicated to research and policy analysis on the relations between the European Union and the 
extended MENA region, including South West Asia, North Africa, and Sahel, as well as on the 
latest development in this region. The Observatory is divided in two teams: the Researchers and 
the Communication team. 

Researchers 
Research Desks are the core of the Observatory. Researchers are divided in Desks depending 
on their geographical area of expertise. There are three Research Desks: 

1.​ Levant and Türkiye 
2.​ Gulf and Iran 
3.​ North Africa and Sahel 

 
At the moment, 8 Researcher positions in the Research Desks are open: 

●​ 2 for Sahel 
●​ 2 for Gulf 
●​ 2 for Iran 
●​ 2 for Türkiye 

 
The main responsibilities the position of Researcher entails are the following: 

●​ Regularly contributing to the bimonthly newsletter InsideMENA; 
●​ Developing independent research and/or policy analysis on topics relevant to their area 

of expertise; 
●​ Contributing to collecting contributions and projects at their Desk-, Observatory-, or 

EST-level. 

Desk Heads 
In each Desk, one researcher also acts as Desk Head and is responsible for overseeing the 
work of fellow researchers and assisting with revision and editing. 
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In your application please indicate if you are also interested in the role of Desk Head for the 
Desk(s) you are applying for, in addition to that of Researcher. 

Communication 
The Comms team of the Observatory works together with the EST Comms and assists with the 
digital outreach of all Observatory's research and policy outputs. 
 
At the moment, 3 positions in the Comms team are open. The main responsibilities that 
each position entails are the following: 

●​ Comms Head: supervises the Comms team, revises and edits the bimonthly newsletter 
InsideMENA, reviews all comms products, coordinates the content calendar with EST 
Comms; 

●​ Graphic Designer: produces visuals and carousels to disseminate the Observatory’s 
outputs, designs the infographics and posts for the bimonthly newsletter InsideMENA; 

●​ Podcast: Develops, records and produces podcast episodes, potentially in collaboration 
with other Observatory’s members. 

Deputy Heads 
The Observatory's work is overseen by the Head of the department. Two members of the 
Observatory are, in addition to their primary role in the Research Desks or the 
Communication team, responsible for supporting the Head. 
 
This role entails the following responsibilities: 

●​ Assisting the Head with revisions of outputs; 
●​ Being part of the editorial taskforce for the annual Observatory’s special issue; 
●​ Support with the development of projects and external collaborations; 
●​ Contributing to the overall strategy and direction of the Observatory. 

 
In your application please indicate if you are interested in the role of Deputy Head of the 
Observatory, in addition to the main role you are applying for. 

How to apply 
In order to process your application, we kindly ask you to fill out and submit this form by 12 
October. 
 
There will be space for you to upload: 

●​ your CV (max 2 pages); 
●​ your motivation letter (max 1 page); 
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdolDb6WeSzQoM4rhmMVehfhl93c3qs2u3OTcMVjOgI2AWBuw/viewform?usp=publish-editor


 
●​ if you are applying for a Research Desk, your written sample (max 3 pages). 

 
You are not allowed to use a format other than Word or PDF, of no more than 100MB per file. 
Please name the files according to the requested naming convention. 
 
In case of any questions or concerns, please email us at: observatoryeumena@esthinktank.com  
 
If you would like to learn more about the EST, please access our website at: esthinktank.com  
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